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The Third Nullifier: 
Whoever who doesn't make Takfeer of the Polytheists or 
doubts about their Kufr or validates their Methodology 


The Matter of one who doesn't make Takfeer of the Disbeliever, or 
doubts about his disbelief, requires one to know with the details of this 
rule exactly before giving its verdict upon one who is characterized by 

it. And that is by knowing the types of Kufr. And that is also by 
knowing who are the disbelievers - wherein one who refrains from 
making Takfeer on them or doubts about their disbelief — are made 
Takfeer on. 


And indeed, the Scholars (may Allah have mercy on them all) have 
stated that one who doesn’t make Takfeer on the Kafir or doubts about 
his Kufr, then such has indeed disbelieved. And they have stated that this 
is not absolute, rather, indeed the matter has details. And one who 
doesn’t learn the rules of this Nullifier is lead, by his misunderstanding, 
to chained (consequential) Takfeer. 


e One who doesn't make Takfeer of the Disbeliever, 
such person may not know the situation of the 
disbeliever. This is like one who may not know that a 
person from the people has uttered a saying of disbelief, 
or did an act which is an act of disbelief. Such a person 
is excused and doesn’t enter in to this nullifier. And this 
is what is known as Ignorance of the situation 


(Jahl al-Haal) 


e And if he knows the situation of the disbeliever, then 
he is judged based on the Disbeliever he didn't make 
Takfeer on, or doubted about the disbelief of or 
validated the methodology of. 


The Disbeliever in short is of two categories: 


5 The First: The Original Disbeliever (or the Kaafir al-Asli) : 
And they are those who are not attributed to the Millah of Islam, nor have 
they uttered the Shahadatain, like the Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians 
(Majus), the Hindus and others besides them. 


As for the one who doesn't make Takfeer on them or doubts about their 
disbelief, he has disbelieved. This is because their disbelief is specified in 
the Qur’a and Sunnah, and is known from the religion of Islam by 
necessity. So one who doesn’t make Takfeer on these, either is belying the 
Qur’an and Sunnah, or is one who doesn’t know the foundation of Islam 
and its reality. And such a person’s Islam is not valid because he has left a 
pillar from the pillars of the Kalimah (There is no God But Allah) — and 
that [pillar] is disbelief in the Taghut (all false dieties collectively). 


/ Al-‘Allamah ‘Abdullah Aba Bateen (may Allah have mercy on him) 
said: “The Muslims have agreed upon the disbelief of one who doesn’t 
make Takfeer of the Jews and the Christians, or doubts about their 
disbelief. And we are certain that their majority are Ignorant” 
[Risaalah al-Intisaar] 


“ The Second: The Disbeliever who is attributed to Islam. And he is 
one who has spoken the Shadatain. However he has committed a deed 
that constitutes Kufr which puts him out of the domain of Islam.And 
these vary in their disbelief with regards to its clarity and its concealment 
(lack of clarity) to different categories: 


1. One whose disbelief is clearly evident, which is cited from the clear 
text of the Qur’an and Sunnah - like the Polytheistsb(Mushrikeen) who 
call upon and worship others besides Allah. These people, their acts are 

contradictory to the foundation of the Kalimah of Tawheed and is it’s 
opposite in every way. And those who do not make Takteer of them fall 

to either of two situations : 


@ Either he see that the action of these people to be correct, and he 
agrees with them upon it. Such a person is a disbeliever like them even if 
he doesn’t commit Shirk (associate others with Allah) himself. This is 
because he has validated and agreed with the act of Shirk And this is 
disbelief. And we seek protection in Allah from such! 


e Or it is that they say that this act of theirs is disbelief and Shirk. 
However he doesn't make Takfeer of them by Ta’weel 
(interpreting Shar’i texts) and excusing them in the pretext of 
Ignorance (jahl). Such a person doesn’t disbelieve because he has 
not validated or agreed upon their act, however the doubt of 
excusing them in the pretext of Ignorance has been 
exhibited/presented to him. 


Such a person is not made Takfeer on due to the doubt that has 
exhibited to him. And if the execution of Hudud (capital 
punishments) are held off due to doubts, then it is more befitting 
in Takfeer. And one whose Islam is ascertained with certainty 
doesn’t leave it except with certainty. And Ta’weel (interpretation 
of texts) — regarding excusing them in the pretext of Ignorance — 
prevents making Takfeer [upon him] in the first place till the 
texts are explained to him [that there is no excuse in these 
matters], and the doubt is raised from him. And if he doesn’t 
make Takfeer of them after that, then he has disbelieved. 


У Al-‘Allamah Sulaiman bn Abdullah said regarding those who stop short 
of or doubts or is ignorant of the disbelief of the Qubooree's : “And if he 
was doubtful about their disbelief, or ignorant of their disbelief, then the 

evidence from the book of Allah, and the Sunnah of His Messenger is 
explained to him regarding their disbelief. And if he doubts after that and 
is hesitant after that, then such is a disbeliever by consensus (Ijma’) of the 
Scholars regarding one who doubts about the disbelief of a disbeliever 
being a disbeliever.” 
lawthaq ‘Ura al-Eeman DimnbMajmoo’at at-Tawheed 1/160] 


/ Ash-Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Abdul Lateef aal-Shaykh — may Allah 
have mercy on him - said: “One who allocates some places for his 
worship or believers that the obligation of Hajj falls from one who stands 
at these places, such a person’s disbelief is not doubted by those who have 
smelt the scent of Islam. And one who doubts regarding his disbelief, then 
it is necessary to Establish the Evidence upon him, and explain to him that 
this is Disbelief and Shirk, and that taking these stones is making it equal 
to the Signs of Allah which Allah has made standing upon to be a worship 
to Allah. And if the evidence is established upon him and he still 
persists,then there is no doubt regarding his disbelief.” 
lad-Durar as Saniyyah : 10/443] 


2. Doubt being anticipated about the Takfeer of this type of 
person. And that is like the rulers who rule by other than what Allah 
has revealed or their likes. These people, even if their disbelief is 
absolutely certain with those who have researched the matter, but due 
to the possibility of arrival of doubts, one who doesn’t make Takteer 
on them is not made Takfeer of, except after establishing the 
Evidence upon such, with uncovering the doubt & removing it from 
him, and after he knows that the Hukum (verdict) of Allah regarding 
these people are making Takfeer on them. 


3. The Takteer of a person whose Takfeer is an Ijtihadi Issue 
wherein there is a difference of opinion between Muslims regarding it 
Like the verdict of one who abandons as-Salah or its like. Indeed, in 
such matters likes these, the one who refrains from making Takfeer 
on one who commits it is not made takfeer of. Rather, he is not even 
deemed an innovator as long as his fundamentals are the fundamentals 
of ahlu as-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah. 
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1. Whoever does not perform Takfeer upon the Mushrikeen 
did not understand Tawheed. 
2. Whoever does not perform Takfeer upon the Mushrikeen 
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